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EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC (EIP) OF THE BASINGSTOKE & DEANE LOCAL PLAN 

Hearing Statement On Behalf of Natural Basingstoke (NB) 

Addressing: Issue 5 Greenfield Site Allocations Q11.10 SS3.10 Manydown 

11. Greenfield Site Allocations: Are the proposed major new developments for new housing 

and other uses positively prepared, justified and deliverable? Does the level of detail in the 

policies and Inset Diagrams meet the requirements in the PPG for Local Plans to make clear 

what is intended to happen in the area over the life of the plan, where and when this will 

occur and how it will be delivered? (PPG Ref ID 12-002-20140306.)  

 

ISSUE 5 

 

1. NB submit that this policy is unsound as it is reliant on the results of an unsound 

Sustainability Appraisal that is not consistent with guidance in the NPPF, the Council Plan 

2013 - 2017 or community strategy Pride in Our Place.  

 

2. Apply the terminology, definitions and requirements of the NPPF to make policy 

statements effective and consistent.  

 

3. NPPF165 says that planning policies and decisions should be based on up to date 

information that includes the identification of components of ecological networks. NB 

believe this information should be included as policy statements to make the policies 

effective – but is not included, together with biodiversity data. NPPF158,165,166. 

 

4.  Site plan statements supported by targets should promote opportunity taking during 

the planning process to restore or create additional habitat. The policy refers to 

particular habitats like woodlands k) rather than to priority habitats and to key species 

instead of priority species and notable species, all have precise definitions and habitats 

have targets for restoration and recreation.. 
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HOW TO MAKE PLAN SOUND 

 

Notwithstanding the view of NB that the policy is unsound we would propose the following 

amended wording as pointers to ways in which the policy can be made more sound. 

 

5. K) Include a requirement to protect, restore or create habitat for assemblages of flora 

and fauna 1 of species that together represent a valuable community as per local (and 

national) site designations.  

 

6. Addition to n) In the event of a link between the A339 and the M3 Old Down Woodland 

Park will be excluded from any part of that link. 

 

7. Amend m) To include a requirement for green bridges or underpasses or other 

infrastructure to ensure that ecological networks and wildlife corridors are preserved or 

reconnected, and that all species have the means to move in response to climate 

change.    

 

8. Use the south facing railway line as an opportunity for a south facing wildlife buffer that 

will facilitate the movement of species. Glow worm is known to be on the bank to the 

east and  will leave the bank in summer to feed and possibly breed in a suitable buffer. 

Consider railway lines or the space beside them as a strategic priority habitat wildlife 

corridor or even ecological network.  

 

9. Incorporate artificial features for nesting or hibernation including in areas of low 

disturbance where opportunity or space allows.  

  

10. Mitigation must demonstrate evidentially that it is effective and minimal. Where it is not 

then compensatory habitats should be required.  

 

11. Site policy should be clear that connections will be into urban as well as rural areas. 
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12. NB believe that there is evidence to support the designation of additional SINC’s on this 

part of Manydown 2 so that NPPF guidance is fulfilled, mitigation or compensation made 

more effective, and development options and constraints are properly considered. 

 

 

Paul Beevers 

Natural Basingstoke  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Appendix 1 HBIC SINC Criteria 

2 Appendix 1 Hampshire Downs Arable Plant Area NCA 130 
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Appendix 1 HBIC SINC Criteria 
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Appendix Hampshire Downs Arable Plant Area NCA 130 

Note that this is an extract from a larger document mapping individual species that needs to be printed at least A3 and in colour 
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